THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
society which is to be the next stage of historical evolu-
tion. From this he concluded that the material condi-
tions for the solution of new social problems are already
in existence whenever mankind begins to think of their
solution.
These propositions are open to a twofold criticism.
In the first place, we must repeat what has been said in
the first chapter, namely, that the material conditions
for the solution of any human problem, the solution of
which is at all possible, are in existence at all times.
Steam and electricity existed before man appeared on
earth. Only the intellectual feat of their discovery and
the intellectual qualities necessary to produce it were
still missing. All Marx's speculation is fatally vitiated
by his fundamental mistake, which is to discard intellect
in history as much as possible.
But setting aside this objection for the present and
assuming that by " being in existence " Marx meant
" being discovered or invented by human intellect",
we shall have to make a second objection. What Marx
believes to be a universal truth, may be said to be true,
at least in the main outlines, of the development during
the last two hundred years, though some details would
have to be examined more closely. Whether the future
development and the great revolution expected by Marx
will proceed along the same lines is an open question.1
r Even socialist and communist authors agree that the country in which
the first socialist system of production is carried into effect on a large scale,
Russia, was by no means economically the most advanced society nor the
one best prepared for such an experiment, Mr. John Strachey, in his book
quoted above, repeats over and over again how much easier and more success-
ful a similar experiment would have been in Great Britain or in the United
States of America, because their economic system is so much more advanced
and developed. Marxist ideology in producing the Russian experiment
acted regardless of Marxist theories.
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